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In this chapter the glories of holy association and the superexcellence of the
pure love of the residents of Vrndavana are described.

The association of saintly devotees destroys the soul’s attachment to material
life and is capable of bringing even the Supreme Lord, Krsna, under one’s
control. Neither yoga, Sankhya philosophy, ordinary religious duties, study of
scriptures, austerities, renunciation, works of ista and pirtam, charity, vows of
fasting, worship of the Deity, secret mantras, visiting of holy places, nor
adherence to any major or minor regulative principles can effect the same
result. In every age there are demons, monsters, birds and animals who are in
the modes of passion and ignorance, and there are also human beings in the
categories of businessmen, women, workers, outcastes, and so on, who cannot
study the Vedic scriptures. Nevertheless, by the purifying effect of the
association of devotees they may all achieve the supreme abode of the
Personality of Godhead, whereas without such saintly association, even those
very seriously endeavoring in yoga, Sankhya study, charity, vows and practice
of the renounced order of life may remain incapable of attaining the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.

The young damsels of Vraja, ignorant of the true identity of Lord Krsnacandra,
considered Him to be their paramour who would give them pleasure. Yet by
the power of their constant association with StT Krsna, they attained to the
supreme Absolute Truth, which even great demigods like Brahma cannot
achieve. The young women of Vrndavana displayed such deep attachment to
Lord Krsna that their minds, which were overflowing with the ecstasy of being
with Him, perceived an entire night spent in His company as just a fraction of
a second. However, when Akriira took Sri Krsna along with Baladeva to
Mathura, the gopis then thought each night without Him to be equal in duration
to a millennium of the demigods. Being tormented by separation from Lord
Krsna, they could not imagine anything that could give them satisfaction other
than His return. This is the incomparable excellence of the gopis’ pure love of
God.




The Supreme Lord, S1T Krsna, after imparting these instructions to Uddhava,
advised that for the sake of attaining the Absolute Truth, Uddhava should give
up all consideration of religion and irreligion as promulgated in
the srutis and smrtis and instead take shelter of the example of the women of
Vrndavana.

sribhagavanuvaca
na rodhayati mam(m) yogo, na sam(n)khyam(n) dharma eva ca.
na svadhyayastapastyago, nestapuartam(n) na daksina .. 1..
vratani yajhaschandam(v)si, tirthani niyama yamah .
yathavarundhe satsam(n)gah(s), sarvasam(n)gapaho hi mam .. 2..

The Supreme Personality of Godhead said: My dear Uddhava, by associating
with My pure devotees one can destroy one’s attachment for all objects of
material sense gratification. Such purifying association brings Me under the
control of My devotee. One may perform the astanga-yoga system, engage in
philosophical analysis of the elements of material nature, practice nonviolence
and other ordinary principles of piety, chant the Vedas, perform penances, take
to the renounced order of life, execute sacrificial performances and dig wells,
plant trees and perform other public welfare activities, give in charity, carry
out severe vows, worship the demigods, chant confidential mantras, visit holy
places or accept major and minor disciplinary injunctions, but even by
performing such activities one does not bring Me under his control.

satsam(n)gena hi daiteya, yatudhana mrgah(kh) khagah .
gandharvapsaraso nagah(s), siddhascaranaguhyakah .. 3..
vidyadhara manusyesu, vaisyah(s) sadrah(s) striyo'ntyajah .
rajastamah(ph) prakrtayas- tasmim(v)stasmin yuge'nagha .. 4..
bahavo matpadam(m) praptas- tvastrakayadhavadayah .
vrsaparva balirbano, mayascatha vibhisanah .. 5..
sugrivo hanumanrkso, gajo grdhro vanikpathah .

vyadhah(kh) kubja vraje gopyo, yajhapatnyastathapare .. 6..




In every yuga many living entities entangled in the modes of passion and
ignorance gained the association of My devotees. Thus, such living entities as
the Daityas, Raksasas, birds, beasts, Gandharvas, Apsaras, Nagas, Siddhas,
Caranas, Guhyakas and Vidyadharas, as well as such lower-class human
beings as the vaiSyas, Siidras, women and others, were able to achieve My
supreme abode. Vrtrasura, Prahlada Maharaja and others like them also
achieved My abode by association with My devotees, as did personalities such
as Vrsaparva, Bali Maharaja, Banasura, Maya, Vibhisana, Sugriva, Hanuman,
Jambavan, Gajendra, Jatayu, Tuladhara, Dharma-vyadha, Kubja, the gopis in
Vrndavana and the wives of the brahmanas who were performing sacrifice.

te nadhitasrutigana, nopasitamahattamah .
avrata'taptatapasah(s), satsam(n)ganmamupagatah .. 7..

The persons | have mentioned did not undergo serious studies of the Vedic
literature, nor did they worship great saintly persons, nor did they execute
severe vows or austerities. Simply by association with Me and My devotees,
they achieved Me.

kevalena hi bhavena, gopyo gavo naga mrgah .
ye'nye mudhadhiyo nagah(s), siddha mamiyuranjasa .. 8..

The inhabitants of Vrndavana, including the gopis, cows, unmoving creatures
such as the twin arjuna trees, animals, living entities with stunted
consciousness such as bushes and thickets, and snakes such as Kaliya, all
achieved the perfection of life by unalloyed love for Me and thus very easily
achieved Me.

yam(n) na yogena sam(n)khyena, danavratatapo'dhvaraih .
vyakhyasvadhyayasam(n)nyasaih(ph), prapnuyad yatnavanapi .. 9..

Even though one engages with great endeavor in the mystic yoga system,
philosophical speculation, charity, vows, penances, ritualistic sacrifices,
teaching of Vedic mantras to others, personal study of the Vedas, or the
renounced order of life, still one cannot achieve Me.

ramena sardham(m) mathuram(m) pranite

svaphalkina mayyanuraktacittah .




vigadhabhavena na me viyoga-
tivradhayo'nyam(n) dadrsuh(s) sukhaya .. 10..

The residents of Vrndavana, headed by the gopis, were always completely
attached to Me with deepest love. Therefore, when My uncle Akriira brought
My brother Balarama and Me to the city of Mathura, the residents of
Vrndavana suffered extreme mental distress because of separation from Me
and could not find any other source of happiness.

tastah(h) ksapah(ph) presthatamena nita
mayaiva vrndavanagocarena .
ksanardhavattah(ph) punaram(n)ga tasam(m)
hina maya kalpasama babhavuh .. 11..

Dear Uddhava, all of those nights that the gopis spent with Me, their most
dearly beloved, in the land of Vrndavana seemed to them to pass in less than a
moment. Bereft of My association, however, the gopis felt that those same
nights dragged on forever, as if each night were equal to a day of Brahma.

ta navidan mayyanusam(n)gabaddha-
dhiyah(s) svamatmanamadastathedam .
yatha samadhau munayo'bdhitoye

nadyah(ph) pravista iva namaripe .. 12..

My dear Uddhava, just as great sages in yoga trance merge into self-
realization, like rivers merging into the ocean, and are thus not aware of
material names and forms, similarly, the gopis of Vrndavana were so
completely attached to Me within their minds that they could not think of their
own bodies, or of this world, or of their future lives. Their entire consciousness
was simply bound up in Me.

matkama ramanam(ii) jara- masvarapavido'balah .
brahma mam(m) paramam(m) prapuh(s), sam(n)gacchatasahasrasah .. 13..

All those hundreds of thousands of gopis, understanding Me to be their most
charming lover and ardently desiring Me in that way, were unaware of My




actual position. Yet by intimately associating with Me, the gopis attained Me,
the Supreme Absolute Truth.

tasmattvamuddhavotsrjya, codanam(m) praticodanam .
pravrttam(ii) ca nivrttam(i) ca, sSrotavyam(m) srutameva ca .. 14..
mamekameva sarana- matmanam(m) sarvadehinam .

yahi sarvatmabhavena, maya sya hyakutobhayah .. 15..

Therefore, My dear Uddhava, abandon the Vedic mantras as well as the
procedures of supplementary Vedic literatures and their positive and negative
injunctions. Disregard that which has been heard and that which is to be heard.
Simply take shelter of Me alone, for | am the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
situated within the heart of all conditioned souls. Take shelter of Me
wholeheartedly, and by My grace be free from fear in all circumstances.

uddhava uvaca
samsayah(s) srnvato vacam(n), tava yogesvaresvara .
na nivartata atmastho, yena bhramyati me manah .. 16..

Sri Uddhava said: O Lord of all masters of mystic power, I have heard Your
words, but the doubt in my heart does not go away; thus my mind is
bewildered.

sribhagavanuvaca
sa esa jivo vivaraprasitih(ph),
pranena ghosena guham(m) pravistah .
manomayam(m) siksmamupetya ripam(m)
matra svaro varna iti sthavisthah .. 17..

The Supreme Personality of Godhead said: My dear Uddhava, the Supreme
Lord gives life to every living being and is situated within the heart along with
the life air and primal sound vibration. The Lord can be perceived in His subtle
form within the heart by one’s mind, since the Lord controls the minds of
everyone, even great demigods like Lord Siva. The Supreme Lord also
assumes a gross form as the various sounds of the Vedas, composed of short
and long vowels and consonants of different intonations.




yathanalah(kh) khe'nilabandhurisma
balena darunyadhimathyamanah .
anuh(ph) prajato havisa samidhyate
tathaiva me vyaktiriyam(m) hi vant .. 18..

When sticks of kindling wood are vigorously rubbed together, heat is produced
by contact with air, and a spark of fire appears. Once the fire is kindled, ghee
Is added and the fire blazes. Similarly, | become manifest in the sound
vibration of the Vedas.

evam(n) gadih(kh) karma gatirvisargo
ghrano raso drk sparsah($) srutisca .
sankalpavijhianamathabhimanah(s)
sutram(m) rajah(s)sattvatamovikarah .. 19..

The functions of the working senses the organ of speech, the hands, the legs,
the genitals and the anus and the functions of the knowledge-acquiring senses
the nose, tongue, eyes, skin and ears along with the functions of the subtle
senses of mind, intelligence, consciousness and false ego, as well as the
function of the subtle pradhana and the interaction of the three modes of
material nature all these should be understood as My materially manifest form.

ayam(m) hi jivastrivrdabjayoni-
ravyakta eko vayasa sa adyah .
vislistasaktirbahudheva bhati
bijani yonim(m) pratipadya yadvat .. 20..

When many seeds are placed in an agricultural field, innumerable
manifestations of trees, bushes, vegetables and so on will arise from a single
source, the soil. Similarly, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who gives life
to all and is eternal, originally exists beyond the scope of the cosmic
manifestation. In the course of time, however, the Lord, who is the resting
place of the three modes of nature and the source of the universal lotus flower,




in which the cosmic manifestation takes place, divides His material potencies
and thus appears to be manifest in innumerable forms, although He is one.

yasminnidam(m) protamasesamotam(m)
pato yatha tantuvitanasam(v)sthah .
ya esa sam(v)sarataruh(ph) puranah(kh)

karmatmakah(ph) puspaphale prasite .. 21..

Just as woven cloth rests on the expansion of lengthwise and crosswise threads,
similarly the entire universe is expanded on the lengthwise and crosswise
potency of the Supreme Personality of Godhead and is situated within Him.
The conditioned soul has been accepting material bodies since time
immemorial, and these bodies are like great trees sustaining one’s material
existence. Just as a tree first blossoms and then produces fruit, similarly the
tree of material existence, one’s material body, produces the various results of
material existence.

dve asya bije satamalastrinalah(ph)
pam(i)caskandhah(ph) pam(i)carasaprasitih .

dasaikasakho dvisuparpanidas-

trivalkalo dviphalo'rkam(m) pravistah .. 22..

adanti caikam(m) phalamasya grdhra
gramecara ekamaranyavasah .

ham(v)sa ya ekam(m) bahurapamijyair-

mayamayam(m) veda sa veda vedam .. 23..

This tree of material existence has two seeds, hundreds of roots, three lower
trunks and five upper trunks. It produces five flavors and has eleven branches
and a nest made by two birds. The tree is covered by three types of bark, gives
two fruits and extends up to the sun. Those lusty after material enjoyment and
dedicated to family life enjoy one of the tree’s fruits, and swanlike men in the
renounced order of life enjoy the other fruit. One who with the help of the bona
fide spiritual masters can understand this tree to be a manifestation of the




potency of the one Supreme Truth appearing in many forms actually knows
the meaning of the Vedic literature.

evam(n) guriipasanayaikabhaktya
vidyakutharena sitena dhirah
vivricya jivasayamapramattah(s)
sampadya catmanamatha tyajastram .. 24..

With steady intelligence you should develop unalloyed devotional service by
careful worship of the spiritual master, and with the sharpened ax of
transcendental knowledge you should cut off the subtle material covering of
the soul. Upon realizing the Supreme Personality of Godhead, you should then
give up that ax of analytic knowledge.

iti Simadbhagavate mahapurane paramahamsyam

samhitayamekadasaskandhe dvadaso'dhyayah .. 12..

YouTube Full video link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pt7EoLcPY3w



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pt7EoLcPY3w

