SHRIMAD BHAGWAT RASIK KUTUMBA
UG-11.11-(Meaning English)

In this chapter, Lord Sri Krsna describes to Uddhava the difference between
conditioned and liberated living entities, the characteristics of a saintly person
and the different aspects of the practice of devotional service.

In the previous chapter Uddhava had presented questions regarding
conditioned and liberated souls. In His replies, the almighty Lord Sti Krsna
states that although the spirit soul is part and parcel of the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, on account of his infinitesimal nature, he falls into contact with
the material energy, which causes him to accept the covering designations of
the modes of goodness, passion and ignorance. Thus the soul has been bound
up since time immemorial. But when he achieves the shelter of pure devotional
service, he becomes designated as eternally liberated. Transcendental
knowledge is therefore the cause of the living entity’s liberation, and ignorance
Is the cause of his bondage. Both knowledge and ignorance are produced by
the maya energy of Lord Sri Krsna and are His eternal potencies. The living
entities who become attracted to the modes of nature are bewildered by false
ego, which causes them to see themselves as the enjoyers of misery, confusion,
happiness, distress, danger, and so on. In this way, they meditate upon such
states of being, although in the real, or spiritual, world these things do not exist.
Both the jiva (individual soul) and the Supersoul reside within the same body.
The difference between them is that the almighty Supersoul, being fully
cognizant, does not indulge in enjoying the fruits of material work but remains
simply as a witness, whereas the infinitesimal conditioned jiva, being ignorant,
suffers the consequences of his own work. The liberated jtva, in spite of being
within a material body because of the remaining reactions of his past activities,
does not become disturbed by the happiness and suffering of the body. He sees
such bodily experiences in the same way that a person who has just awakened
from a dream sees his dream experiences. On the other hand, although the
conditioned living entity is by nature not the enjoyer of the happiness and
misery of the body, he imagines himself to be the enjoyer of his bodily
experiences, just as a person in a dream imagines his dream experiences to be
real. Just as the sun reflected upon water is not actually bound up in the water,




and just as the air is not confined to some particular segment of the sky,
similarly a detached person takes advantage of his broad outlook on the world
to cut off all his doubts with the sword of appropriate renunciation, yukta-
vairagya. Since his life force, senses, mind and intelligence have no tendency
to fix themselves on sense objects, he remains liberated even while situated
within the material body. Regardless of whether he is harassed or worshiped,
he remains equipoised. He is therefore considered liberated even in this life. A
liberated person has nothing to do with the piety and sin of this world, but
rather sees everything equally. A self-satisfied sage does not praise or
condemn anyone. He does not speak uselessly to anyone and does not fix his
mind on material things. Rather, he is always merged in meditation upon the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, so in the eyes of fools he seems to be a
speechless, crazy person.

Even if someone has studied or even taught all the different Vedic literatures,
If he has not developed pure attraction to the service of the Personality of
Godhead, he has accomplished nothing beyond his own labor. One should
study only those scriptures in which the nature of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, His enchanting pastimes and the nectarean topics of His various
incarnations are scientifically discussed; thus one gains the highest good
fortune. However, by studying scriptures other than these one simply acquires
misfortune.

With full determination one should properly understand the identity of the soul
and give up false identification with this material body. He may then offer his
heart at the lotus feet of the Supreme Lord, ST Krsna, the reservoir of all love,
and attain real peace. When the mind is carried away by the three modes of
nature, it can no longer meditate properly on the transcendental Supreme
Truth. After many lifetimes, faithful persons who have performed Vedic
sacrifices for acquiring religiosity, economic development and sense
gratification finally engage in hearing, chanting and constantly thinking of the
Supreme Lord’s all-auspicious pastimes, which purify the entire universe.
Such persons then achieve the association of a bona fide spiritual master and
the saintly devotees. After that, by the mercy of the spiritual master they begin
to follow the paths set out by the standard authorities of spiritual life,
the mahajanas, and become actually perfect in realization of their own true
identity.

sribhagavanuvaca
baddho mukta iti vyakhya, gunato me na vastutah .

gunasya mayamailatvan- na me mokso na bandhanam .. 1..




Supreme Personality of Godhead said: My dear Uddhava, due to the influence
of the material modes of nature, which are under My control, the living entity
IS sometimes designated as conditioned and sometimes as liberated. In fact,
however, the soul is never really bound up or liberated, and since | am the
Supreme Lord of maya, which is the cause of the modes of nature, I also am
never to be considered liberated or in bondage.

sokamohau sukham(m) duhkham(n), dehapattisca mayaya .

svapno yatha''tmanah(kh) khyatih(s), sam(v)srtirna tu vastavi .. 2..

Just as a dream is merely a creation of one’s intelligence but has no actual
substance, similarly, material lamentation, illusion, happiness, distress and the
acceptance of the material body under the influence of maya are all creations
of My illusory energy. In other words, material existence has no essential
reality.

vidyavidye mama tani, viddhyuddhava saririnam .

moksabandhakari adye, mayaya me vinirmite .. 3..

O Uddhava,both knowledge and ignorance, being products of maya, are
expansions of My potency. Both knowledge and ignorance are beginningless
and perpetually award liberation and bondage to embodied living beings.

ekasyaiva mamam(v)sasya, jivasyaiva mahamate .
bandho’'syavidyayanadir- vidyaya ca tathetarah .. 4..

O most intelligent Uddhava, the living entity, called jiva, is part and parcel of
Me, but due to ignorance he has been suffering in material bondage since time
immemorial. By knowledge, however, he can be liberated.

atha baddhasya muktasya, vailaksanyam(m) vadami te .

viruddhadharminostata, sthitayorekadharmini .. 5..

Thus, My dear Uddhava, in the same material body we find opposing
characteristics, such as great happiness and misery. That is because both the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is eternally liberated, as well as the
conditioned soul are within the body. | shall now speak to you about their
different characteristics.




suparnavetau sadrsau sakhayau
yadrcchayaitau krtanidau ca vrkse .
ekastayoh(kh) khadati pippalanna-

manyo niranno'pi balena bhiiyan .. 6..

By chance, two birds have made a nest together in the same tree. The two birds
are friends and are of a similar nature. One of them, however, is eating the
fruits of the tree, whereas the other, who does not eat the fruits, is in a superior
position due to His potency.

atmanamanyam(i) ca sa veda vidva-
napippalado na tu pippaladah .
yo'vidyaya yuk sa tu nityabaddho
vidyamayo yah(s) sa tu nityamuktah .. 7..

The bird who does not eat the fruits of the tree is the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, who by His omniscience perfectly understands His own position
and that of the conditioned living entity, represented by the eating bird. That
living entity, on the other hand, does not understand himself or the Lord. He
Is covered by ignorance and is thus called eternally conditioned, whereas the
Personality of Godhead, being full of perfect knowledge, is eternally
liberated.

dehastho'pi na dehastho, vidvan svapnadyathotthitah .

adehastho’'pi dehasthah(kh), kumatih(s) svapnadrg yatha .. 8..

One who is enlightened in self-realization, although living within the material
body, sees himself as transcendental to the body, just as one who has arisen
from a dream gives up identification with the dream body. A foolish person,
however, although not identical with his material body but transcendental to
it, thinks himself to be situated in the body, just as one who is dreaming sees
himself as situated in an imaginary body.

indriyairindriyarthesu, gunairapi gunesu ca .

grhyamanesvaham(n)kuryan -na vidvan yastvavikriyah .. 9..




An enlightened person who is free from the contamination of material desire
does not consider himself to be the performer of bodily activities; rather, he
knows that in all such activities it is only the senses, born of the modes of
nature, that are contacting sense objects born of the same modes of nature.

daivadhine sarire'smin, gunabhavyena karmana .
vartamano'budhastatra, kartasmiti nibaddhyate .. 10..

An unintelligent person situated within the body created by his previous
fruitive activities thinks, “I am the performer of action.” Bewildered by false
ego, such a foolish person is therefore bound up by fruitive activities, which
are in fact carried out by the modes of nature.

evam(m) viraktah(s$) sayane, asanatanamajjane .
darsanasparsanaghrana- bhojanasravanadisu .. 11..

An enlightened person fixed in detachment engages his body in lying down,
sitting, walking, bathing, seeing, touching, smelling, eating, hearing and so on,
but is never entangled by such activities. Indeed, remaining as a witness to all
bodily functions, he merely engages his bodily senses with their objects and
does not become entangled like an unintelligent person.

na tatha badhyate vidvam(v)s- tatra tatradayan gunan .
prakrtistho'pyasam(v)sakto, yatha kham(m) savitanilah .. 12..
vaisaradyeksayasam(n)ga- sitaya chinnasam(v)sayah .
pratibuddha iva svapnan- nanatvad vinivartate .. 13..

Although the sky, or space, is the resting place of everything, the sky does not
mix with anything, nor is it entangled. Similarly, the sun is not at all attached
to the water in which it is reflected within innumerable reservoirs, and the
mighty wind blowing everywhere is not affected by the innumerable aromas
and atmospheres through which it passes. In the same way, a self-realized soul
Is completely detached from the material body and the material world around
it. He is like a person who has awakened and arisen from a dream. With expert
vision sharpened by detachment, the self-realized soul cuts all doubts to pieces
through knowledge of the self and completely withdraws his consciousness
from the expansion of material variety.




yasya syurvitasam(n)kalpah(ph), pranendriyamanodhiyam .
vrttayah(s) sa vinirmukto, dehastho’pi hi tadgunaih .. 14..

A person is considered to be completely liberated from the gross and subtle
material bodies when all the functions of his vital energy, senses, mind and
intelligence are performed without material desire. Such a person, although
situated within the body, is not entangled.

yasyatma him(v)syate him(v)srair- yena kim(i)cid yadrcchaya .
arcyate va kvacittatra, na vyatikriyate budhah .. 15..

Sometimes for no apparent reason one’s body is attacked by cruel people or
violent animals. At other times and in other places, one will suddenly be
offered great respect or worship. One who becomes neither angry when
attacked nor satisfied when worshiped is actually intelligent.

na stuvita na nindeta, kurvatah(h) sadhvasadhu va.

vadato gunadosabhyam(m), varjitah(s) samadrimunih .. 16..

A saintly sage sees with equal vision and therefore is not affected by that which
is materially good or bad. Indeed, although he observes others performing
good and bad work and speaking properly and improperly, the sage does not
praise or criticize anyone.

na kuryanna vadetkim(i)cin- na dhyayet sadhvasadhu va .
atmaramo’'naya vrtty3, vicarejjadavanmunih .. 17..

For the purpose of maintaining his body, a liberated sage should not act, speak
or contemplate in terms of material good or bad. Rather, he should be detached
in all material circumstances, and taking pleasure in self-realization, he should
wander about engaged in this liberated lifestyle, appearing like a retarded
person to outsiders.

sabdabrahmani nisnato, na nispayat pare yadi .
sramastasya sramaphalo, hyadhenumiva raksatah .. 18..

If through meticulous study one becomes expert in reading Vedic literature but
makes no endeavor to fix one’s mind on the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
then one’s endeavor is certainly like that of a man who works very hard to take




care of a cow that gives no milk. In other words, the fruit of one’s laborious
study of Vedic knowledge will simply be the labor itself. There will be no other
tangible result.

gam(n) dugdhadohamasatim(ii) ca bharyam(n)
deham(m) paradhinamasatprajam(ii) ca .
vittam(n) tvatirthikrtamam(n)ga vacam(m)

hinam(m) maya raksati duhkhaduhkhi .. 19..

My dear Uddhava, that man is certainly most miserable who takes care of a
cow that gives no milk, an unchaste wife, a body totally dependent on others,
useless children or wealth not utilized for the right purpose. Similarly, one who
studies Vedic knowledge devoid of My glories is also most miserable.

yasyam(n) na me pavanamam(n)ga karma,
sthityudbhavaprananirodhamasya .
lilavatarepsitajanma va syad-
vandhyam(n) giram(n) tam(m) bibhryanna dhirah .. 20..

My dear Uddhava, an intelligent person should never take to literatures that do
not contain descriptions of My activities, which purify the whole universe.
Indeed, | create, maintain and annihilate the entire material manifestation.
Among all My pastime incarnations, the most beloved are Krsna and
Balarama. Any so-called knowledge that does not recognize these activities of
Mine is simply barren and is not acceptable to those who are actually
intelligent.

evam(i) jijhasayapohya, nanatvabhramamatmani .
uparameta virajam(m), mano mayyarpya sarvage .. 21..

Coming to this conclusion of all knowledge, one should give up the false
conception of material variety that one imposes upon the soul and thus cease
one’s material existence. The mind should be fixed on Me, since I am all-
pervading.

yadyaniso dharayitum(m), mano brahmani niscalam .

mayi sarvani karmani, nirapeksah(s) samacara .. 22..




My dear Uddhava, if you are not able to free your mind from all material
disturbance and thus absorb it completely on the spiritual platform, then
perform all your activities as an offering to Me, without trying to enjoy the
fruits.

sraddhalurme kathah($) srnvan, subhadra lokapavanih .
gayannanusmaran karma, janma cabhinayan muhuh .. 23..
madarthe dharmakamartha- nacaran madapasrayah .

labhate niscalam(m) bhaktim(m), mayyuddhava sanatane .. 24..

My dear Uddhava, narrations of My pastimes and qualities are all-auspicious
and purify the entire universe. A faithful person who constantly hears, glorifies
and remembers such transcendental activities, who through dramatic
performances relives My pastimes, beginning with My appearance, and who
takes full shelter of Me, dedicating his religious, sensual and occupational
activities for My satisfaction, certainly obtains unflinching devotional service
to Me, the eternal Personality of Godhead.

Satsam(n)galabdhaya bhaktya, mayi mam(m) ya upasita .
sa vai me darsitam(m) sadbhi- ram(f)jasa vindate padam .. 25..

One who has obtained pure devotional service by association with My
devotees always engages in worshiping Me. Thus he very easily goes to My
abode, which is revealed by My pure devotees.

uddhava uvaca
sadhustavottamasloka, matah(kh) kidrgvidhah(ph) prabho .
bhaktistvayyupayujyeta, kidrsi sadbhiradrta .. 26..
etanme purusadhyaksa, lokadhyaksa jagatprabho .
pranatayanuraktaya, prapannaya ca kathyatam .. 27..

Sri Uddhava said: My dear Lord, O Supreme Personality of Godhead, what
type of person do You consider to be a true devotee, and what type of
devotional service is approved by great devotees as worthy of being offered to
Your Lordship? My dear ruler of the universal controllers, O Lord of
Vaikuntha and almighty God of the universe, | am Your devotee, and because




| love You | have no other shelter than You. Therefore please explain this to
me.

tvam(m) brahma paramam(m) vyoma, purusah(ph) prakrteh(ph) parah .
avatirno'si bhagavan, svecchopattaprthagvapuh .. 28..

My dear Lord, as the Absolute Truth You are transcendental to material nature,
and like the sky You are never entangled in any way. Still, being controlled by
Your devotees’ love, You accept many different forms, incarnating according
to Your devotees’ desires.

sribhagavanuvaca
krpalurakrtadrohas- titiksuh(s) sarvadehinam .
satyasaro'navadyatma, samah(s) sarvopakarakah .. 29..
Kamairahatadhirdanto, mrduh($) sucirakim(i)canah .
antho mitabhuk santah(s), sthiro maccharano munih .. 30..
apramatto gabhiratma, dhrtimam(n)jitasadgunah .
amani manadah(kh) kalpo, maitrah(kh) karunikah(kh) kavih .. 31..
ajnayaivam(n) gunan dosan, maya''distanapi svakan .
dharman santyajya yah(s) sarvan, mam(m) bhajeta sa sattamah .. 32..

The Supreme Personality of Godhead said: O Uddhava, a saintly person is
merciful and never injures others. Even if others are aggressive he is tolerant
and forgiving toward all living entities. His strength and meaning in life come
from the truth itself, he is free from all envy and jealousy, and his mind is equal
In material happiness and distress. Thus, he dedicates his time to work for the
welfare of all others. His intelligence is never bewildered by material desires,
and he has controlled his senses. His behavior is always pleasing, never harsh
and always exemplary, and he is free from possessiveness. He never endeavors
in ordinary, worldly activities, and he strictly controls his eating. He therefore
always remains peaceful and steady. A saintly person is thoughtful and accepts
Me as his only shelter. Such a person is very cautious in the execution of his
duties and is never subject to superficial transformations, because he is steady
and noble, even in a distressing situation. He has conquered over the six
material qualities- namely hunger, thirst, lamentation, illusion, old age and




death. He is free from all desire for prestige and offers honor to others. He is
expert in reviving the Krsna consciousness of others and therefore never cheats
anyone. Rather, he is a well-wishing friend to all, being most merciful. Such a
saintly person must be considered the most learned of men. He perfectly
understands that the ordinary religious duties prescribed by Me in various
Vedic scriptures possess favorable qualities that purify the performer, and he
knows that neglect of such duties constitutes a discrepancy in one’s life.
Having taken complete shelter at My lotus feet, however, a saintly person
ultimately renounces such ordinary religious duties and worships Me alone.
He is thus considered to be the best among all living entities.

jnatvajnatvatha ye vai mam(m), yavan yascasmi yadrsah .
bhajantyananyabhavena, te me bhaktatama matah .. 33..

My devotees may or may not know exactly what | am, who | am and how |
exist, but if they worship Me with unalloyed love, then I consider them to be
the best of devotees.

mallingamadbhaktajana- darsanasparsanarcanam .

paricarya stutih(s) prahva - gunakarmanukirtanam .. 34..

matkathasravane sraddha, madanudhyanamuddhava .

sarvalabhopaharanam(n), dasyenatmanivedanam .. 35..

majjanmakarmakathanam(m), mama parvanumodanam .

gitatandavavaditra- gosthibhirmadgrhotsavah .. 36..

yatra balividhanam(ii) ca, sarvavarsikaparvasu .

vaidiki tantriki diksa, madiyavratadharanam .. 37..

mamarcasthapane sraddh3, svatah(s) sam(v)hatya codyamah .

udyanopavanakrida, puramandirakarmani .. 38..

sammarjanopalepabhyam(m), sekamandalavartanaih .

grhasusrisanam(m) mahyam(n), dasavad yadamayaya .. 39..




amanitvamadambhitvam(n), krtasyaparikirtanam .

api dipavalokam(m) me, nopayunjyanniveditam .. 40..

yad yadistatamam(m) loke, yaccatipriyamatmanah .
tattannivedayenmahyam(n), tadanantyaya kalpate .. 41..

My dear Uddhava, one can give up false pride and prestige by engaging in the
following devotional activities. One may purify oneself by seeing, touching,
worshiping, serving, and offering prayers of glorification and obeisances to
My form as the Deity and to My pure devotees. One should also glorify My
transcendental qualities and activities, hear with love and faith the narrations
of My glories and constantly meditate on Me. One should offer to Me whatever
one acquires, and accepting oneself as My eternal servant, one should give
oneself completely to Me. One should always discuss My birth and activities
and enjoy life by participating in festivals, such as Janmastami, which glorify
My pastimes. In My temple, one should also participate in festivals and
ceremonies by singing, dancing, playing musical instruments and discussing
Me with other Vaispavas. One should observe all the regularly celebrated
annual festivals by attending ceremonies, pilgrimages and making offerings.
One should also observe religious vows such as Ekadast and take initiation by
the procedures mentioned in the Vedas, Paficaratra and other, similar
literatures. One should faithfully and lovingly support the installation of My
Deity, and individually or in cooperation with others one should work for the
construction of Krsna conscious temples and cities as well as flower gardens,
fruit gardens and special areas to celebrate My pastimes. One should consider
oneself to be My humble servant, without duplicity, and thus should help to
clean the temple, which is My home. First one should sweep and dust
thoroughly, and then one should further cleanse with water and cow dung.
Having dried the temple, one should sprinkle scented water and decorate the
temple with mandalas. One should thus act just like My servant. A devotee
should never advertise his devotional activities; therefore his service will not
be the cause of false pride. One should never use lamps that are offered to Me
for other purposes simply because there is need of illumination, and similarly,
one should never offer to Me anything that has been offered to or used by
others. Whatever is most desired by one within this material world, and




whatever is most dear to oneself — one should offer that very thing to Me.
Such an offering qualifies one for eternal life.

suryo'gnirbrahmano gavo, vaisnavah(kh) kham marujjalam .
bharatma sarvabhitani, bhadra pijapadani me .. 42..

O saintly Uddhava, please know that you may worship Me in the sun, fire,
brahmanas, cows, Vaisnavas, sky, wind, water, earth, individual soul and all
living entities.

surye tu vidyaya trayya, havisagnau yajeta mam .
atithyena tu vipragrye, gosvam(n)ga yavasadina .. 43..
vaisnave bandhusatkrty3, hrdi khe dhyananisthaya .
vayau mukhyadhiya toye, dravyaistoyapuraskrtaih .. 44..
sthandile mantrahrdayair- bhogairatmanamatmani .

ksetrajnam(m) sarvabhitesu, samatvena yajeta mam .. 45..

My dear Uddhava, one should worship Me within the sun by chanting selected
Vedic mantras and by performing worship and offering obeisances. One may
worship Me within fire by offering oblations of ghee, and one may worship
Me among the brahmanas by respectfully receiving them as guests, even when
uninvited. | can be worshiped within the cows by offerings of grass and other
suitable grains and paraphernalia for the pleasure and health of the cows, and
one may worship Me within the Vaisnavas by offering loving friendship to
them and honoring them in all respects. Through steady meditation | am
worshiped within the inner space of the heart, and within the air | can be
worshiped by knowledge that prana, the life air, is the chief among elements.
| am worshiped within water by offerings of water itself, along with other
elements such as flowers and tulast leaves, and one may worship Me within
the earth by proper application of confidential seed mantras. One may worship
Me within the individual living entity by offering food and other enjoyable
substances, and one may worship Me within all living entities by seeing the
Supersoul within all of them, thus maintaining equal vision.




dhisnyesvesviti madrapam(m), sankhacakragadambujaih .
yuktam(ii) caturbhujam(m) santam(n), dhyayannarcet samahitah .. 46..

Thus, in the previously mentioned places of worship and according to the
processes | have described, one should meditate on My peaceful,
transcendental form with four arms holding a conchshell, Sudarsana disc, club
and lotus flower. In this way, one should worship Me with fixed attention.

istapartena mamevam(m), yo yajeta samahitah .
labhate mayi sadbhaktim(m), matsmrtih(s) sadhusevaya .. 47..

One who has executed sacrificial performances and pious works for My
satisfaction, and who thus worships Me with fixed attention, obtains
unflinching devotional service unto Me. By the excellent quality of his service
such a worshiper obtains realized knowledge of Me.

prayena bhaktiyogena, satsam(n)gena vinoddhava .

nopayo vidyate sadhryan- prayanam(m) hi satamaham .. 48..

My dear Uddhava, | am personally the ultimate shelter and way of life for
saintly liberated persons, and thus if one does not engage in My loving
devotional service, which is made possible by associating with My devotees,
then for all practical purposes, one possesses no effective means for escaping
from material existence.

Athaitat paramam(n) guhyam(m), srnvato yadunandana .
sugopyamapi vaksyami, tvam(m) me bhrtyah(s) suhrt sakha .. 49..

My dear Uddhava, O beloved of the Yadu dynasty, because you are My
servant, well-wisher and friend, | shall now speak to you the most confidential
knowledge. Please hear as | explain these great mysteries to you.

iti Srimadbhagavate mahapurane paramahamsyam
samhitayam ekadasaskandhe ekadaso'dhyayah .. 11..
YouTube Full video link
https://youtu.be/gRT40wLmWEk



https://youtu.be/gRT40wLmWEk

